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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for extracting one or more of starch, oil, and protein 
from grain, comprising: 

providing kernels or seeds comprising a germ and pericarp comprising protein, 
oil, and starch; 

steeping the kernels or seeds in a steeping reactor for a time effective to soften the 
kernels and seeds; 

milling the steeped corn kernels to separate the germ from the starch/pericarp 
forming a germ stream and a starch/pericarp stream; 

subjecting the germ to [rapid] pressurization/ depressurization in order to extract 
oil and protein from the germ; and 

separating the starch from the pericarp. 

2. (Original) A system for extracting one or more of starch, oil, and protein from grain, 
comprising: 

a steeping reactor effective for loosening a germ component from grain; 

a mill effective for separating the germ component from the grain 
without fracturing the germ; and 

a steam explosion device for subjecting the germ to 
pressurization/depressurization to extract oil and protein from the germ. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, further comprising a cyclone reactor for extracting the 
germ. 



4. (Cancelled) A method for extracting protein, fiber, oil and starch from a mixture of 
grains, 

comprising: 

providing a first grain comprising a germ portion; 

steeping the first grain in a steeping reactor to make first grain steeped particles; 
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providing a second grain comprising starch; 

milling the first steeped grain particles to separate the germ and to form starch- 
containing particles; 

milling the second grain without steeping; 

extracting the germ from the first grain steeped particles and the second grain 
steeped particles in a cyclone reactor; and 

blending the starch-containing particles from the first grain and the second grain. 

5. (Cancelled) The method of claim 13, further comprising separating fiber from the grain 
particles in the mixture. 

6. (Cancelled) The method of claim 13, further comprising separating protein from the 
grain particles in the mixture. 

7. (Cancelled) The method of claim 4, further comprising separating starch from the grain 
particles in the mixture. 

8. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising adding starch containing materials to 
one or more of starch, oil, or protein. 

9. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the grain provided is selected from the group 
consisting of corn, maize, rice, oats, sago, barley, canola, cassava, buckwheat, Jerusalem 
artichokes, mustard seed, flax, fava beans, lentils, peas, rye, safflower, soy, sunflower seeds, 
tricale, and wheat. 

10. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising cleaning the kernels or seeds prior to 
steeping. 

11. (New) The system of claim 2, further comprising water which is contained in the 
steeping reactor. 
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12. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the steeping reactor is capable of continuous 
steeping. 



